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the Christian church alone to bring about such transitions
and psychic transformations, but that behind them- there
looms a primordial image which, under the right conditions
can actually compel such transformations. The object that
is to be baptized, according to the dream, is a small ivory
figure. In this connexion the patient gave me the following:
" The figure was that of a small grotesque looking manikin,
that reminded me of the male organ. It is certainly strange
that it is this organ that has to be baptized, and yet among
the Jews circumcision is a kind of baptism. Doubtless this
refers to my homosexuality, for the friend who is standing
near me at the altar is the person with whom I have the
homosexual connexion. He is in the same student
society with me. The ring apparently symbolizes this
connexion."
As you of course realize, the ring in ordinary usage is
regarded as the symbol of a bond or tie, as for instance the
wedding ring. We may therefore regard the ring in this case
as a metaphor for the homosexual relation, just as the same
meaning is to be given to the fact that the dreamer appears
together with his friend,
The malady to be cured is, we know, homosexuality.
The dreamer is to be brought out of this relatively infantile
condition into a more mature stage of development by means
of a kind of circumcision ceremony directed by the priest.
These ideas correspond exactly to my comments upon the
first dream. Up to this point the development has taken
place logically and consistently, and in conformity with the
archetypal images. But now a disturbing factor seems to
enter. An elderly lady suddenly possesses herself of the
ring. In other words, she transfers to herself what has
hitherto been a homosexual relationship, and by her act
causes the dreamer to fear that he has now fallen into a
relationship implying new obligations'. Since the ring is
.now on the finger ojf a woman, a type of marriage has been
consummated, that is, the homosexual relationship has

